There are a new breed of British-based companies that are making a difference and pushing new ideas into the - more One company that is very much part of this is Pashiey. They

often than not - straight laced and rather boring LI mountain bike market, They could be classed, rather badly, as the emerged on tha scene as total newcomers a few years back
‘New School'. Companies like DMB, Revell, 247%, Curlis (OK they've been around forever), 288, Howies, Royal and co nobody really knew who they were or where they had come

have all been trying to give UK mountain biking an injection of Ife that it desperately needs. There are a number of things  from but they had immediate impact on the scene. They

that bind all of these companies togather, all of them are young and full of ideas, almost all are (or have been) heavily appeared a litthe aloof at first but since those early days Pash
influenced by BMX, most are ricler owned and all are fanatical about bikes, But New School Is not quite right — more have built themselves up 1o be one of the most respected bil
often than not these pecple have bean involved with bikes for a long time, most of them have been riding for yearsand  teams, riding on one of the most sought-after bikes. But the
seen the ups and downs that the industry has gone through. Pashley we know is only the tip of the iceberg. It Is no secret

ihal they are a traditional bicycle company and actually make
build and supply all the bikes that the Post Office use. So the

- bioke that clelivers your mail is a lot cooler than you think, he
. riding a bike that was buill in the same small factory in Stratfc
Upon Avon where all of Pashleysil 8 made.
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Words: Mike Rose Photos: Mike Rose ani Styley. phn:::s-:rpmr It is, for all intents and purposes, a BMX crulser

frame. But its beauty lies in the fact that it can be built up wit
either rigid 24" cruiser forks run with a single speed rear whe
or you can fit it with 100mm suspension forks and stick gear
on the back. A cruiser frame with a built-in mech hanger,
simple, effective and multipurpose.

| was lucky enough 1o be able to go and have a look around
Pashiey factory. It was the usual mixture of stacks of metals
tubes, welding equipment and boller suited men. There were
work bays full of the buzzing of TIG welders, tubes being cut
and in one saction row upon row of finished brightly painted
Post Office bikes. This new model is amusingly called the ‘M
star'. What | was witnessing was a triumph and success for
British engineering and industry. It has long béen the nom fc
bicycle products to be made overseas, the British manufacit
ing Industry has not had it easy for a long time but Pashley a
succeeding where many have failed. Demand is high, you we
see many boxes of Pashley BMX and mountain bike (the TV
Series) frames on the shelves of the factory, as soon as they
have been made they are off to the shops.

Lea Prescot is pretty much the man running the TV Series sk
of things at Pashley, | managed o talk to him to get the low
down on the Pashiey deal.

DIRT: Can you just introduce Pashley to us?

LEE PRESCOT: Pashley is one of tha olgest bike companies
the world, It was started in Birmingham at the tum of the
century and then moved to Stratford Upon Avon after the Wi
We make all sorts of niche products like the bikes for the Po
Office and recumbent bicycles,

How did you get involved with Pashley?

| dicd a degrea in Product Design at Coventry University. At tr
end | lock part in an exhibition, displaying a couple of suspe
sion bikes that | had designed and built, Then | went to Corr
wall for a few months of being a beach bum. By the winter |
was starting 1o think about getting a proper job and then got
phone call from Adrian (Managing Director of Pashley) asking
me to come for an interview. It seems that someone high up
Pashley had seen my exhibition stand and thought | might b
useful. Bit of luck really,

How long have you been with them?

About five years now.
[continued on page




designed for the rider, not to make a profit. The whole concept
behind the products was to dasign them to be the bast with no

What is your job description?

That's a hard one. In a small company like Pashley there are a ot of

comers being cut. No gimmicks, just frames that solve problems
and keep the nder nding longer. With the BMX's we went light
because | was fed up of seeing kids with bikes heavier than they

; to be shared between a few people. At the moment | manage

the brand, design all of the TV Series products, run the team along-
side Dylan (Clayton), do the ads and PR work, organise the shows

and make the tea.

were and with the trials bike | set out to make one that lasted longer
than the rest. Peopie seem 1o be satisfied so far but there is a (ot

more to do yet.

Did you always want to work in the bike industry?

I've always wanted to be a designer, for as long as | can remember.

What are the reasons for only producing bikes made from steel?
atastrophic failure, Aluminium suffers from it and steel doesn't, You

can sea well beforehand if a stesl frame is going to break or crack,

My little brother and me got inte mountain bikes in the early eighlies,

You couldn't really get any small frames for us then, even Zinns or
Overburys were too big. I've always been around manufacturing,
with my dad making his own motorbike tnials frames, so | just

but with an ali one it just goes. | have been to oo many races and
seen people walking down the hill with unicycle front ends. | am not

prepared 1o nsk it, so | wouldnt make a product fike it.

decided to make frames for us with his help. | was about eleven at

the tima, and I've been doing It ever since.
What is your background in bikes?

It seems a little strange that a traditional and long established

company such as Pashley would have the foresight, interest and
passion to take onboard producing BMX and mountain bike

frames. How did this come about?

Started out in mountain bikes in the eighties. Doing everything, as

was the norm then, XG, DH, even hill climbs. Then it seemed to gat
a bit too serlous. I started being about what bike you had or what

purple widget was on your cranks, so | started riding road and took

It was a matter of coincidence really. | was designing work bikes at

the time but was keen to utilise the skills of some of the workforce. |

saw that we could make BMX's in a amall volume and want

up surfing. Then someone gave me an original PK Ripper albeit with

o ¥
ik

a broken chainstay. One welding job later and | was in love with

nals frame

give it a go. Then Matt Tongue (trials rider) was working on the shop
flocr in his year cul from education., We had a 109 '

and thought that we could definit

BMX. | have gotten back into MTB with the emergence of BSX. It

reminds me of what was nght with MTB.

The Land Hﬂ'ﬂr hook up.

{Larsen) was working on a lg

Can you tell us a bit about the TV Series frames/bikes?
Never ask a designer about his designs unless you are ready for a

In short we set out to produce bikes that were

I0Ng answer. ..

B " AUm SMouy ays ‘sweH SSI AlBul puy “Ze| pue BZZNN Py Aueme)

‘I auUNg) ‘@R 18 OOl ‘UM SpU | Suohuand HING PUR ILD00ZIBI "UBMON
“SBAOH pUEn 'n(] — stosuods Wiea) eyl pue ‘unj S spuaksem auy) Buew Joj
wes) 8y b e1en U xon| pool ‘aiey Sem By Bjiym Saueg AL ey uo pip ey
JEL] SHOM BU) e J0) (UBsie]) MoIN MuByl O) 23| P poob os yoo sulisap A exew
OUM [BRUOIN pUB MIE pue ‘sl L dn Buipgnd Joj ueupy ssSoq Al 0) syuey |
isyueyy Auy

‘sigpu Bulod pue dn no 10} sweyqoud e jo ainin) e aes | ‘(sepad Jds)

sdio U axiq & apu o) Buiies) Ao ey Jo sbie SU WO SPE 21| Y UMop 00}
10U LU | SIS Ul AL 408 Janed aq pue Bujioxe suow Bugeioads auyl aseL pInom
SILL Y2UL NUILY | "SUCIRYILLI S¥ORI] BL} JoU pUB SIS SIepuU ey} uo si siseydur

U] 1BUYl 08 18 suwsq pue sajgnop Big Jo) ob 1snl seuo Aeiodiug) U wBuyoue
SUO SE JSB} SB aUB Saul au) Jo (e 1BY) o5 pedopnap aq ued Aau) auam SHoel)
ausuLed uo auly S Sk "Buisel SU) UMOP SMOIS DUB 08U BILIOY B SEXELU LM
J0) 5008 aunfiena jBU} auo Jalse) B sfeme s auay | 'sau ejdiynu exew o) Buiin
noae 19640 pINoYSs ‘sas orand Byl 18Ul SMOUS J0) JINg sHorY Xef Ariodiua) auy|
&2q

¥ pinom jeym ‘Bupyiq wieiunow uj abueys pnoa nok jeuy Buyl auo sem assuyl |
JOO) LUOOY 810 S8UCaLLIOS UD SpUSHBam

S0 Bl JO) pue ‘sdu) peod alow ‘Buoes aloll 'sjanpadd aloll "sMOoUS SI0IN
LZ00Z Ut 03 dn aq Aejysed [IIMm IBUM

"suoeoadxe Aue Jnoupm

uny Joj apu pue Ino ob ued Asy) os snowfuoue epnb (j4s ase Asu siuene gIN 1Y
‘aunssaud asow apy e saidde yoiym 196 fay) 1Byl synsas auy) 19edxe jjo pup pue
SJePU INO JO spuncuBxoeq eyl Mo SIUSAS XINE auUl 1B sidoad ‘mau Buipewos
Bujuses) aie nok usym uny sAeme s| | seal Auew os 10} ¥wg Bupu seye ebueyo
B s J esneseq g Bupes folue (Uen) App3 pue (YuomBpa) wey ‘{euod) Aqol
(uoAeED) UBia) ‘eaube [ LUBL 18w SByY Jey) auohABaa JBU) YUl | 'y ino Buey
0] adoad 000 Ajjeau aue Asl) puE 'siapill i punci-jie ‘paiips aue Wwieal ay)l jo |
AEIUAAD 2YIO UIMUNOW PUR XINEG W0 18 pasma|a

i
4%

%
o il
r
-

=

S1 Weaj ey juiys nok op moH “sauldiosip yoq aded 0} 2A0LU BUY spewW |je
aaey Aeyl 1ng punoubyoreq XNE B WoL) S| weay adel A8|ysed oyl Jo ajoym oyl
‘i unj e 1sn| 'g LN B J0 XING

B US| "eMIq 2 N0 puileq asiuaid uiew SU) sem 18U L 'G1LIN B 10 XING E BABY
o1 aney nok Bules uey) syl &g B Uo uny Buiney JNOGE usaq SABME Bnel] B\
21 1oy dn aq 0} weas Jsow uely asow Aejysed

‘Bunjig UIBJUNOLW PUB XNE USam]aq JOAD-SS0UD B} U0 SMBIA INok aJe Jeum
"BUOD S 11 MOU PLOM 8L MOUS

pue pods algy o uny jo ug B Ind o) sige eq o} poob sesy )| N0 JBylo yoes diey
2 BM pUe SS0BI 34 18 AjlLe) s & &) 1Y jlem oS uo 18h B pue (Hinag) wol
pue (UsnasHE) Jaseld ‘(soxg |leney) snay o) 1xeu dn jes pue seded el 0y ob o]
S| 2q 0} 80U S §] “1oedse s u mou IuBu ppom e Buipes| ase am Jeuyl Huil) |
L.OABM Mmau, Sil} Jo Led aq o) |98y noA op MOH "XWE Aq pesuanyul Kiaeey
usaq arey [y ‘seyiq [enp pue dwnl pe; pJey ‘Pags Auew Bupnpoud seuedwos
dn pan|s ' Bunok, ‘jjews :Buyaks ysnug u jusweaow mau e jo ped aue Aejyseqd
‘gidoed ma) B asudms [m jByj Jeak [xeu swel) meu B aq Jubiu smey) pue ‘sjusu
-0dUUCD aI0y "X0d aul JO N0 JBEnS pley usppu eq ued Asy) 1ey) ains aveul

0 soads ybBnosy) Buob ‘Mmou sjum B J0) saxq alaidiuico ay) uo Bupuom usag e, |
inoqe

SN {03 ued Nok Jeu) Z00Z 40) uo Bupjiom aue nok jey) [eroeds Bunphue suewy s|
"DEX0Q pue paugjsuRl) usy) pue uefie peyoayo ale Aau| jeod sepmod

10 81800 om) uealb pue pasealbiep ake Asy) sl ued eyl 1oy Aey poob e epiaoud
O] PAISEII-10US are ABLl UBLL| ‘Pele) PUB paLUBEa) ‘DaMisLo SI alley sy} pue

U0 pasp|os-ans am — o1e 'sbn| 8|ges — suo-azelq auy usy )l "WbBens Aoepad

s1 1 Bil &y 10 o SalU0s SlURY BUY) Uaym 1BY) amnsus 0] Japuo dyloeds 2 ukauop

& 0} aney SpEM Bl "Wal] DRM-DLL uayl pue Wwiay) i [FEUDIN JO SUEWN alalm
Bil swey ey} O pousjsUR) ale saqn) ay) uey | Aesinaud Jayiebo) u O} pagi

pUE augoewl Buijiw e ul dn 185 are AUl Winjal Jeuyl ud) pedeys pus Juadq ad

0} Aeme 0B swos vl "wel) pedsu pue spioulay woy saqn) auy 106 am sy
Jawey e Bupanpoud jo ssaooud ey ybBnouyl unu yanb e sn

aaB nok ues Lojoe) LOAY vodn pUOoRENS JNOA Ul SpEWIPUEL QJE SSLURL] oL |1



	interveiw
	interveiw 2

